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London Letter 


by “The Londoner“ 


New Year Honours 

The New Year's Honours List 
contains interesting family history. 
Sir Laurence Philipps, and Mr. 
Cecil Harmsworth, two of the four 
new Barons, are both members of 
families in which three brothers 
have been created Peers. 

Sir Laurence is a younger 
brother of the late Lord Kylsant 
and the late Lord St. Davids. 

Mr. Cecil Harmsworth is the 
third son of Arthur Harmsworth, 
and a member of what one might 
call — if the analogy is not pressed 
too far — the great Whig oligarchy 
of the newspaper world. 

His eldest brother was the late 
Lord Northcliffe, and his second 
brother Lord Roihermere, 

This year's Honours List also 
contains distinctions for: three 
members of the Cadogan family. 
Sir Alexander Cadogan has been 
awarded , the G. C. M. G; his 
brother, Major Edward Cadogan, 


the K. B. 'E.; and their niece Lady | 


Hillingdon, who is Vice-Chairman 
of the Central Council ofthe 
Conservative Party, receives the 
D, B E. 


The Order of Merit. 

“I like the Garter", said Lord 
Melbourne; “there's no damned 
merit about it". 

This was hardly complimentary 
to the oldest and most distinguished 
order still bestowed in Europe. 

The award of the Garter carriels 
with it a Knighthood, and a 
tradition of high public honour and 
Court precedence. It has been 
associated, throughout the 600 
years of its existence, with great 
nobles, statesmen, and diplomats. 

For this reason it is sometimes 
not the most suitable decoration 
for some who have deserved their 
country's highest recognition, 
especially in the realms of science, 
art, or letters, 

It was for such distinguished 
men that the Order of Merit, which 
earriesno precedence, was 
instituted in 1902. Among the 
present holders of this rarely 
conferred order — it has sometimes 
been called the civil V., C. — are 
Lord Baden — Powell, Mr. Lloyd 
George, Mr. John Masefield and 
Mr, Vaughan Williams. 


Lord Chatfield — 25 Years‘ Active 
Service, 


But the Order of Merit is not 
only conferred upon civilians. The 
badge has a special military form, 
and this has now been conferred 
upon the Admiral of the Fleet, 
Lord Chatfield, who retired from 
the post of First Sea Lord last 
_ autumn, 

Lord Chatfield has had a 
remarkable career of continuous 
service, From his appointment 
as Captain of the Battle Cruiser 
“Lion" in 1913 until his retirement 
from the Admiralty he has always 
held important posts, without any 
Spell of half pay. 

He has had to bdar the main 
burden of preparing the Naval 


Rearmament Programme after the 
years of post-war disarmament, 
Increase and reorganisation in the 
Navy are common features in the 
news today, and they are largely 
the fruit of Lord Chatfield's 
work. 

He has never courted publicity. 
Although the nature of his task, 
and his position as First Sea Lord 
— which entails the delivery of 
about 150 speeches in a year — 
might well have brought him 
forward on the public stage, he 
has always been anxious to avoid 
drama. 


i 
| 


Lord Chatfield, O. M. 


Astronomy on the Front Pages. 


Sir James Jeans, the other 
recipient of the O. M., has a gift 
of startling and epigrammatic 
statement which would have made 
him a fortune in the world of 
publicity. 

But his task has been to publicise 
the stars, and the success with 
which he has done this is indicated 
by some typical headlines: "The 
Moon will Break Up: Sir James 
Jeans‘s Prophecy"; “Venus is the 
World of the Future: Sir James 
Jeams‘s Broadeast”; "The Universe 
has Exploded: Sir James Jeans‘s 
Bombshell". 

Although he has been in London 
since the age of three, Sir James 
has many of the qualities of his 
Scots descent and his Lancashire 
birth. Like Lord Baldwin, he is 
always portrayed as inseparable 
from a large briar pipe. 


“The Man of a Million Secrets“. 


The British Press have 
universally acclaimed Sir Maurice 
Hankey, who has been raised to 
the peerage in the New Year 
Honours, as “the man of a million 
secrets”, 

For nineteen years, 1919 to 1938, 
he held the vital and responsible 
post of Secretary to the Cabinet. 
Before the War he was Secretary 
of the Committee of Imperial 
Defence, and during the War 
Secretary of the Imperial War 
Cabinet. 

The nature of his work has been 
such that apart from mentioning 
the posts he has held, the 
"outside" writer can give but the 
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British Navy Faces the New Year 


Only four years ago the Royal 
Navy was represented 
as sulking among the 
reeds at Alexandria; today 
no responsible statesman will 
deny that British naval power 
extends over all seas and into 
every ocean. 

Naval rearmament, begun in 
1935, has reached a peak never 
exceeded in times of peace. During 
1939 no fewer than fifty-four 
combatant ships will be launched 
and many vessels now in the 
water, including three cruisers, 
and sixteen destroyers, will be 
commissioned for service. Among 
the more important ships leaving 
the slipways are five Battleships, 
thrae Aircraft Carriers, twelve 
Cruisers, eleven Destroyers, nine 
Submarines and five Sloops — a 
force which almost equals the 
present strength of either the 
Home or Mediterranean Fleets. 
All these vessels, with the 
exception of two Battleships, are 
to join the Fleet during 1940, 

Britain‘s new Battleships. of the 
“King George V“ type, combining 
all the latest ideas in speed, 
armament and protection, will be 
the. most powerful vessels of their 
class in the world. Designed to 
attain a speed of 30 knots, they 
carry ten fourteen - inch guns, 
bringing a broadside fire of 35 tons 
as a reinforcement to the present 
Squadrons, Onel of these 
ships will be named H, M, S. Duke 
of York; a fitting compliment from 
the Admiralty to the present 
King, who served as a combatant 
naval officer in H. M. S&S. 
Collingwood at Jutland. 

Following the policy of gradual 


` improvement which governs all 


naval construction, the new 
Aireraft Carriers will be vessels of 


23,000 tons, the largest under 
British colours, and the new 
Cruisers, comprising the "Fiji" 


and "Dido" classes, will exhibit 
many new features in their design. 
The "Dido" class, for instance, 
will probably be ships of 5,450 
tons carrying ten 5.2-inch guns — 
a new calibre for the Royal Navy 
— and capable of 33 knots in any 
weather. These useful little 
eruisers will prove invaluable for 
“fleet work" having a great radius 
of action, they will be capable of 
operation on detached service, 
Leaving aside all questions 
of new construction — 
and even after the 
fifty-four new ships are launched 
thdre will remain a sizeable fleet 


most formal appreciation. But one 
or two former Prime Ministers, 
notably Mr. Lloyd George, have 
expressed in their memoirs their 
high opinion of this great and 
modest Civil Servant. 

Such tributes are an honour 
rarely accorded, and Sir Maurice 
exemplifies the highest qualities 
of the British public official in that 
he has never sought the limelight 
for his conspicuous services, 


The Grand Harbour at Malta 


still under construction — it is 
interesting to look at the present 
Fleet Distribution, In Home 
Waters the British Government 
maintains one Battle “Squadron 
("Nelson", “Rodney" and five 
Battleships of the "Revenge" type) 
a powerful cruiser squadron of 
"City" class ships, two Aircraft 
Carriers, three Destroyer Flotillas 
and attendant craft. There are 
also the ships of the Reserve Fleet, 
twenty-three Cruisers, two Aircraft 
Carriers and thirty-twoDestroyers, 
all in partial commission,and each 
naval port has its own defence 
flotilla, The Royal Dockyards 
usually contain ships paid off for 
refit or reconstruction, and there 
are many older vassels lying in the 
“material reserve”. Certainly the 


shores of England are well 
protected, No power within 
striking distance is likely to 


challenge this tremendous 
concentration of naval armament. 

British interests in the 
Mediterranean are upheld by the 
splendid battleships of the "Queen 
Elizabeth" class, supported by 
H. M. S. Hood the most 
powerful man-of-war afloat today. 
Two speedy cruiser squadrons 


are in full commission, while the 
destroyer Flotillas are reinforced 
by eight of the new „Tribal“ 
destroyetts, a type which has 
influenced design in every country. 


Submarine Flotillas in the 
Mediterranean include three 
“Thames" class boats’ — the 
fastest submarines in the 


world and the only vessels ever 
to reach a sustained speed of 21 
knots under normal service 
conditions, 

A striking feature of British 
naval strength is the maintenance 
of well-balanced Cruiser 
Squadrons on overseas stations; 
three in the East Indies, two at 
South Africa, five in American 
Waters, six based on Hong Kong, 
and six modern ships controlled 
by the Governments of Australia 
and New Zealand. Altogether 
there are one hundred and nine 
combatant vessels constantly on 
the Trade Routes. and this figure 
does not ‘include the River 
Gunboats in China. No part of the 
Empire is without naval protection, 
and no part of ' the Empire is 
beyond the reach of reinforcements 
from another station. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Opening of new premises of 
Anglo-Polish Society at Warsaw 


To-day the new premises of the 
Anglo-Polish Society at 
Ujazdowskie 38, Warsaw were 
formally opened by the new 
President, Prince Eustachy Sapieha 
in the presence of their 
Excellencies Sir Howard and Lady 
Kennard, 

Prince Sapieha in his speech 
referred to the impetus which the 
Society had recently received, 
thanks to assistance from the 
British Council and from certain 
of its members. He expresed his 
pleasure at having been asked to 
become the Society's new President 
and hoped that it would continue 
to prosper and develop. 


Sir Howard Kennard, in 
replying, spoke of the necessity 
for cultural rapprochement 
between Poland and the United 
Kingdom and drew attention to 
the great assistance to Anglo 
Polish cultural relations rendered 
by Mr. Gruber, the President of 
the Polish Committee for 
Collaboration with Foreign 


Countries; and Mr, Falter, 
President of the Polish British 
Chamber of Commerce. He also 


referred to the organisation work 
of Mr. Sykes, Representative of 
the British Council. 

About a hundred and fifty people 
were present at the meeting, which 
was followed by a cocktail party. 


Air developments in 1939. 


The most important development 
this year in British civil aviation 
will be the formation of the new 
merger corporation combining 
Imperial Airways and British 
Airways which will sponsor 
within the next twelve months air 
developments of paramount 
importance to Britain and the 
Empire. 

The new corporation's primary 
task will be the opening of a 
regular North Atlantic air-mail 
service between Southampton and 
New York via Foynes in Ireland 
and Botwood in Newfoundland. 

I learn this service will bel in 
operation by May next by which 
time the bases on the other side 
should be ice-free. 

The aircraft are already 
mobiliaed Four new 
strengthened Imperial 
Airways flying-boats able to load 
up to 24 tons are now under test. 
Final trials will be made before 
the Spring with -experiments 
already in an advanced stage to 


refuel these giant aireraft in 
flight. 
The Mayo Composite aircraft, 


holding the world's longdistance 
seaplane record may also be used 
while the merger corporation will 
also be able to utilise for the trans- 
ocean service the two Air Ministry 
Albatross land-planes as the 
aerodromes at the Shannon and 
Lake Gander in Newfoundland are 
almost ready. 

The service will initially be once 
weekly in each direction between 
Southampton and New York but 
before the end of the summer the 
frequency will be doubled. 

The Atlantic service will be one 
of the immediate problems to be 
faced by the new corporation. 
Equally important will be the 
provision this year of air services 
to every major capital in Europe 
as was suggested by the Cadman 
Committee. 

The first consideration will be 
the provision of new fleets of short 
route aircraft for this purpose and 
as these projected services come 
into operation, 


significance, 

For" the public, the expansion of 
services to the Continent will mean 
increased travel facilities and it is 
likely that before long mail now 
carried by surface transport will 
be conveyed to many European 
countries by air without extra 
charge. Besides the North Atlantic, 
the new corporation will have to 
create a British service to South 
America, This month, the first step 
should be taken by the 
commencement of a passenger and 
mail service between Croydon and 
Lisbon and this will be followed 
in two or three months‘ time by 
experimental flights to extend the 
route to Bathurst in West Africa. 

Another trans-ocean route will 
be established this year between 
Australia and New Zealand across 
the Tasman Sea. 

Imperial Airways eastern route 
now ends at Sydney but before 
summer will be dxtended to 
Auckland and Wellington. 
Strengthened Imperial flying- 
boats have already been 
selected for the purpose and they 
will be able to cross the 1,500 
miles of Tasman Sea carrying 
mail and passengers. 

Before the end of the year, 
these aircraft will be used to 
investigate the projected Pacific 
route and test flights are expected 
to be made from New Zealand to 
the islands and atolls of the 
Pacifie which, in the next four or 
five years will become important 
air stations in the all-red air route 
from England to Australia and 
New Zealand and across the 
Pacific to Canada. 


the air-port of | 
London will assume much greater | 
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A Handley-Page “Hampden” Bomber, 


Mission to Australia. 

Considerations of major 
importance iin Empire defence 
-nspired the Australian 
government's decision to invite a 
British official mission to examine, 
in consultation with 
Commonwealth representatives, 
the possibilities of augmenting 
Australia’s capacity for aircraft 
production, Far removed in 
distance from the homeland — 
though the steadily increasing 
range and speed of British 
warplanes are bringing her always 

‘nearer in point of time—Australia 
must envisage conditions in whieh: 
European troubles might absorb 
every effort of the home factories. 

Hence her desire to build up on 
her own soil potential productive 
capacity adequate to meet 
demands of the Royal Australian 
Air Force. Looking farther afield, 
Mr, Lyons, Federal Prime Minister, 
thinks of Australian factories as a 
source of supply in emergency for 
British air squadrons at Singapore 
and other stations in the Far Bast 
Command. 

Following conclusion 
of agreements for manufacture of 
military aireraft in Canada, where 
a new rompany formed in 
association by leading Canadian 
engineering concerns is engaged in 
early stages of a substantial 
contract for long-range bombers, 
the Australian mission foreshadows 
the establishment of two overseas 
arsenals of warplane production. 
Separated by the width of the 
Earth, these two sources of supply 
will assure a flow of aircraft to 
squadrons close at hand and 
supplement Britain‘s own output 

Three men compose the Mission. 
Thay are Sir Hardman Lever, 
who last year headed the mission 
to Canada which resulted in the 
new manufacturing organization; 
Sir Donald Banks, Permanent 
Under-Secretary-of-State for Air; 
and Air Marshal Sir Arthur 
Longmore, till recently 
Commandant, of the Imperial 
Defence College. They will be 
supported by a strong body of 
experts, some of whom will travel 
by air to Australia to participate 
in preliminary discussions with 
the men appointed to represent the 
Commonwealth governmept. 


Present intention is that the 
Mission shall be ready to begin 
work towards the end of 
February. 


Sir Arthur Longmore's presence 
on the Mission emphasizes its 
strategical importance He is a 
leading authority on the grand 
strategy of Empire aerial 
protection, There is significance, 
too, in the fact that he- was 
formerly chief of the Coastal 
Command, R. A. F. An island 
continent, whose main air links 
with other lands depend largely 
„on island chains; Australia must 
always be preoccupied with 
problems peculiar to coastal 
defence. Long - range “general 


reconnaissance" and bombing 
aircraft are among her obvious 
needs to fend off attek by hostile 
warships; while she requires 
swift and efficient fighters to 
counter the raids of carrier-borne 
aircraft. 

Civil aviation may claim some 
of Sir Donald Banks's attention. 
As Director-General of the Post 
Office in 1934-36 he was largely 
responsible for the scheme by 
which first-class mail is carried at 
a flat rate throughout the Empire. 
During the period of his stay a 
new link in the chain the 
extension from Australia to New 
Zealand — is likely to be opened 
by. flying-boats equipped to carry 
substantial payload over the 1,330 
miles of the Tasman Sea between 
Sydney and Auckland. 

Already the Australian Air 
Board has done useful work in 
surveying industrial resources 
which could be used for 
manufacture of aeroplanes, aero 
engines and component parts. No 
term to the length of the British 
Mission's visit is yet indicated, 
When its work in Australia is 
ended it may, if the New Zealand 
government so desire, visit that 
yet more distant Dominion. 


Geodetic bombers going overseas, 

New Zealanders now serving 
in the Royal Air Force will take 
part in formation delivery flights, 
planned by the New Zealand 
government to begin in a few 
months‘ time, of “geodetic” long- 
range bombers for the Dominion 
Air Force, The likely pilots and 
navigators will all receive special 
instruction, including a course in 
the mysteries of celestial 
navigation, which materially 
helped the British flyers who in 
November broke the world 
distance record by flying non-stop 
from Egypt to Australia. 

New Zealand's intention to 
acquire a fleet of some thirty 
Vickers Wellington bombers was 
announced in Auckland last year. 
These are 
monoplanes, similar in their novel 
"basket - work" building to the 
Wellesley aircraft which hold the 
distance record, but larger and 
faster than they are, and capable 
of even longer non-stop journeys, 
Wing Commander O. R, Gayford, 
commander of the Long Range 
Development Flight, R. A. F., has 
stated that a Wellington might be 
prepared to fly without alighting 
from England to Australia — a 
distance of approximately 10,000 
miles, as compared with the 7,350 
miles actually flown by the 
Wellesleys. 


The Atlantic Air Services 


The award of an O. B. E. to 
Captain A. S. Wilcockson, who 
commanded the flying boat 


"Caledonia" on its first test flight 
across the Atlantic, is a reminder 
that these flying boats are soon 
to be in use on the first regular 
Atlantic airmail service. 


twin - engined | 


School Reform in Great Britain 


By Joseph Martin. 


Of recent years criticism has 
frequently been levelled against 
the system of post - primary 
education of school children in 


Great Britain, the most frequent 
charges being that it is too 
bookish and not sufficiently 


cognisant of the requirements of 
modern life. These charges having 
been supported by a numerous 
body of professional teachers as 
well as other interested parties, 
the Board of Education ordered 
its Consultative (Committee to 
consider the position and report 
on schools for children over the 
age of eleven years, and 
recommend such changes as 
might seem desirable. After five 
years of labour the committee has 
now (published its report, which 
forms interesting reading. 


Prefacing its findings by an 
historic chapter which 
constitutes an informative and 


brilliant survey of the position in 
the educational field up to the 
present time, the report concedes 
the justification of criticism by the 
frank statement that the existing 
arrangements for the full-time 
education of children above the 
age of eleven “have ceased’ to 
correspond with the actual 
structure of modern society and 
with the economic facts of the 
situation,” So sweeping a statement 
indicates the urgency 
which the committee attaches to 
the question, and on the 
background of the great 
development and the rapid change 
which have manifested themselves 
during the past score of years, not 
least in the psychological field, 
the report proceeds to map out 
what it considers the best road to 
an qducational system in which a 
better balance may be struck 
between the technical and the 
academic departments. Such a 
road must of necessity be of a 
dual character, connected with the 
administrative side as well as with 
the educational process itself, and 
to simplify „matters the report 
suggests that all schools which are 
at present, because of deviations 
in curriculum, classed as 
respectively “grammar schools", 
“senior schools“, “secondary 
schools" or even quite erroneously 
as "elementary schools", should in 
future come under the common 
name of “modern schools”, 


There would thus be so to say a 
unity of educational 
establishments, differing only in 
the kind of education they 
provide in order to meet 
the different abilities and interest 
of the pupils. Having by then 
finished what is strictly termed 


—— [MmŘħĖŮÁ 


Great Britain will be the first 


country to establish these 
services, which will operate 
between Ireland and 


Newfoundland, Four new flying 
boats are now undergoing their 
final trials with the improved 
dir re-fuelling system, and the 


Mayo composite aircraft may 
also be used. 
The North Atlantic service, 


which is the first task of the new 
British Civil Airways 
Corporation, will at first operate 


once weekly, but the frequency 


is expected to be increased later 
this year. 


Britain has in view the 
establishment of similar services 
all round the globe. She regards 
the North Atlantic service not as 
an end in itself, but as a means 
to a greater end, which will make 
it possible to board a plane at an 
airway terminus in London and 


disembark at the same place 
fourteen days later, having 
travelled completely round the 


world. 


its preparatory school period 
evary child of eleven years and 
over would go to one or other of 
these modern schools for its 
secondary education. But this 
secondary education will, if the 
committee's recommendations are 
adopted, offer a much wider scope 
than that at present obtaining. 
To meet the requirements of the 
mumerous children whose bent is 
not academic, technical high 
schools will be established where 
the training, equal in duration and 
„thoroughness with the pr@sent 
secondary school, will be more 
practical. For secondary schools 
situated in the country the report 
recomma@nds a “rural colour" in 
keeping with the natural 
atmosphere in the homes of these 
pupils, and in this connection 
agriculture will loom largely as 
a subjact in these technical schools 
which will have farms and 
orchards attached, Just as it may 
reasonably be expécted that the 
mechanically-minded child through 
its early training in suitable 
subjects will greatly benefit 
national industry in years to come, 
so it is hoped that the emphasis 
laid on agriculture in the education 
of rural children will stem the 
exodus of young workers from 
the country who are now in such 
large numbers drifting into towns 
to take up work for which they 
are often badly fitted. Subjects 
like art, physical training and 
music are not neglected, and a 
very prominent position in the 
curriculum is given to English, 
both as a means of understanding 
and self-expression, 


Perhaps the moststriking aspect 
of the report is its instistence on the 
necessity for equality in-status of 
the various schools — a point 
which, if adopted, will add 
considerable impetus to the decay 
of such class. feeling as still 
survives in Great Britain. The 
committee very rightly argues that 
the future of democracy depends 
on the fitness of the education its 
citizens receive, and insists that the 
curriculum should be such as to 
foster in each pupil the “highest 
degree of individual development 
of which he or she is.capable.” It 
further recommends that a 
minimum schoo] leaving age of 
sixteen years should be aimed at, 
and that all secondary schools be 
free of charge as soon as the 
nation's financial position permits. 
This of necessity very brief 
summary of a large and elaborate 
report may serve to indicate the 
lines on which the future 
generations of British men and 
women will develop, harmoniously 
building up character and 
to truly 


knowledge as an aid 
democratic citzenship, 
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But certainly the most 
adventurous was the career of the 
third PATRICK GORDON, usually 
called AUCHLEUCHRIES (after 
the humble place of his-origin, in 
Aberdeenshire), or THE 
GENERAL (after the final grade 
of his later brilliant promotions). 
We are fortunate to know all the | 
-stages of his life thanks to his habit 
of keeping a diary. It reveals a | 
biography which would seem 
fantastic, had it not been otherwise 
quite clear that Gordon's notes are 
absolutely sincere and were not 
written with any literary aims 
in view but from his personal need 
for having everything down in 
black and white. Many a page of 
this record is unreadable, as he 
used, e. g., to note (like Fynes 
Morison before him) prices of 
everything he bought. It is why it 
was never published in its entirety 


but only in excerpts. These 
excerpts, however, mirror 
distinetly the man and 
his mind Those who 


have written on him often repeat 
the formula: “a genuine Dugald 
Dial getty", which indeed 
conveniently summarizes his 
character, paying at the same time 
a tribute to Sir Walter Scott's 
intuition in ereating typical figures 
of that period. 

The beginnings of his adventures 
are romantic. After being taken 
from the school at the age of 16, 
he fell in love, but well realised 
that it was hopeless, he being "the 
younger son of a younger brother 


of a younger house”, and therefore | ` 


having but little prossects for 
patrimony. He resolved to break 


the bonds of this "youthful 
attachmdnt", as he calls it, by | 
“banishing himself from the | 


object"; at the same time he | 
thought a little, of getting free 
from the oppressive control of his 
parents. As he did not want to go 
to the University in Scotland 
because of his “dissenting in | 
religion", he decided upon going 
to some foreign country, 
and as the route to Poland 
was the best known at that 
time, he embarked for Danzig. We 
do not well know how he got to 
the Jesuits at Brunsberg who 
offerad to continue his education, 
They made great efforts on his 
behalf which he appreciated, but, 
nevertheless, his humour could 
not long endure their quiet and 
uniform way of living, and after 
two years he took to his heels, 
Alone in a country of whigh he did 
not know the language, and with 
only 7 dollars on him, he 
despaired, like Robinson Crusoe 
on his island; he was, however, 
fortunate to meet soon several of 
his countrymen who gave him 
much good advice. One of them, 
who had spent already two or 
three years in Poland, persuaded 
him to go to Warsaw which he did, 
He found there many more Scots, 
who showed, however, rather little 
sympathy to him, as they were all 
merchants, whereas he began to | 
feel the taste for turning soldier. 
Looking for opportunity he went 
to Poznan which pleased him more 
than any other town in Poland for 
its good situation, buildings and 
tha civility of the inhabitants. He 
had a letter of introduction to a 
countryman, James Lindsay, who 
was at first rather ironical about his 
clan but then entertained him very | 
kindly, as well as other Scots in 
the town. They recommended him 
to a young Polish magnate 
Opalinski going abroad for the 
completion of his studies, and he 
was taken into his suite. Thus he 
got to Hamburg, Left there 
without employment, he enlisted 
in a detachment of mercenaries 
just levied by the Swedes with 
the purpose of attacking Poland 
He was by no means enthusiastic 


invading Poland" 


‘he tried to 


OLD POLAND 


‘om No 30) 


about the Swedish cause, and 
having enumerated in his journal 
all the possible “reasons which the 
King of Sweden alleged for his 
he concludes 
that the chief of them was the 
young Charles Gustav's ambition 
and his desire to achieve some 
brilliant warlike action. This could 
have been done only in Poland, 
and that moment was the most 
appropriate for it. "He could never 
get such an occasion, perhaps, as 
now; continues Gordon 
Poland having been for some years 
tossed by their prevailing 
rebellicus Cossacks, who had not 
enly got the Tartars to join with 
them, but had the last year 
procured the Museovite to espouse 
their interest, who, with very 
great armies, had made a great 
impression in Littau, and at this 
time had brought most of it under 
his subjection. "This purely 
professional and disinterested 
outlook permitted Patrick Gordon 
eusily, when he was taken prisoner 


by the Poles, to change his | 
service and become a Polish 
dragoon. During the siege of 


Warsaw (in 1656) he was placed | 
as guard over a village a few miles 
from the eapital, Quartered in the 
house of a country gentleman 
whom he gives the name 
Arehiferski (Arciszewski)? he had 


Kinar 


Patrick Gordon of Auchleuchries 
Lithogr. by Klackwin. 


the excellent opportunity of 
learning Polish from his A hosts, 
and especially from their daughter 
who corrected his pronunciation, 
taught him Polish riddles and 
Polish love songs and was 
obviously falling in love with the 
young Scot, (It must be added that 
even his much later portraits show 
him exceedingly good looking), 
"Nor did the mother conceal her 
willingness to accept him as a 
son - in - law. But Gordon had no 
mind for the match": thus the 
editors summarize the relevant 
passage of his journal, He might 
not have disliked the flirtation, 
but his mind was principally 
concerned with the possible 
extension of his professional 
experience. Among other practices, 
introduce in Poland 
that of blackmail. Some peasants 
had taken refuge with all their 
goods and cattle on an island in 
the Vistula; and Gordon undertook 
to protect them, for a definite 
weekly payment, so long. as the 
war operations were continued in 
the neighbourhood. Thus he joined 
the exercise of official duties with 
private gain. He tried still another 
trick, even more in the style of 
the classical freebooters. He 
concocted a plan with some 
comrades quartered at a distance 
for them to drive off the cattle 
from the neighbouring manors; he 
was asked to rescue them, and the 
rewards were duly divided, 

When Warsaw was taken by the 
Swedes, Gordon fell into their 
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Without 
scruples he entered their service 


hands. any 
for the second time. In a new 
character he appeared once more 
before his former hosts and their 
daughter, and he had a long 
iitercourse with them which fills 
up three pages in his diary, which, 
however, its editors have omitted. 
— This second service in the 
Swedish army extended over three 
years, and came to and again with 
his being captured, Once more he 
was urged. by the Poles to join 
them, but this time he refused 
and remained in prison until he 
was set free by exchange. He then 
revenged himself on his jailor and 
cn the peasants who had seized 
him, and proceeded to the Swedish 
camp, but was overtaken by “an 
attack of fever, and, while ill, 
found himself again among Poles. 
After his recent history his fate 
might have been a sad one had he 
not had his usual command over 
the hearts of women. The hostess 
of the house in which he lay 
passed him as her husband and hid 
his attendant, Alexander Keith, 
in a barn, It must be owned that 
Gordon rqpaid in a way these 
affections by his chivalry towards 
ladies. merciless and greedy though 
he was otherwise. In one of their 
foraging expeditions, e. g» he came 
with his companions upon a party 
of Finlanders from the Swedish 
army who were ill - treating a 
Polish girl. They interfered, beat 
the į Finlanders, and Gordon 
himself saw the lady off to her 
people, He was not only so gallant 
as to refuse 10 dollars which were 
offered him, but even sent her 
some suitable presents from the 
stores of his booty, 

Two more years of various 
fortunes followed, and once more 
Patrick Gordon was a prisoner in 
the hands of the Poles, As usual 
they wanted to have him in their 
ranks, and Jan Sobieski, the future 
King, offered him a post under 
his command, Gordon, however, 
who found Sobieski "courteous" 
but “hard bargainer" (a rare 
comipliment from the pen of a 
Scot) declined that proposal. He 
was then introduced to Field - 
Marshal Lubomirski and accepted 
the appointment of quartermaster, 

He took great care of his 
soldiers, thought of sanitation in 
the army, bought medicines, and 
had counsels with a Jew physician. 
We owe him the description of 
many a practice in the army of 
that time. 

He never ceased to win the 
hearts not only of young girls but 
of their parents. A certain Milgost 
was willing to bestow upon him 
the hand of his daughter, if only 
he would give up his military 
profession. A wealthy widow in 
whose house he had a station 
wished him likewise to marry her 


daughter. He gave to these 
proposals polite but evasive 
answers. It is probable that 
Sienkiewicz, while creating his | 
character of the handsome Scot 
Ketling, was inspired by his 


figure and fortunes. 

Tn 1660 he distinguished himself 
in the battle of Czudnéw which 
proved that his military qualities 
were indeed very high. 

When the term of his 
appointment was over, he left 
Poland for Russia (1661), where 
in'some time he reached great 
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British Navy faces the New Year 


(concluded) 


H. M. 8. „ Warspite", Flagship in the British Medilerrenean Fleet. 


It is difficult to estimate 
comparative naval strengths. Men- 
ef-war can only be judged by 
battle — a test which we hope 
will never be made. Still, there 
are certain features of British 
design which deserve special note. 
The mounting of 14-inch guns in 
the new battleships, instead of the 
16-inch gunsnow in use, does not, 
for. instance, imply lessened power 
or range, This new oun, although 
firing a lighter shell, has a very 
rapid rate of fire and uses armour- 
piercing projectiles of tremendous 
penetrative and explosive power. 


Tf all nations could produce ships 


of equal fighting power, they 
would still be faced with the 
questions of recruitment and 
training. As naval warfare 
becomes more and more 
complicated, as ranges increase 
and gunnery control becomes a‘ 
matter of mathematics, these 
problems become evdn more 


prdssing. A Navy must keep the 
seas in all weather, must exercise 
in every climate and win its 
imaginary victories in manoeuvres, 
while fighting real battles against 
the elements. In the words of an 
English Admiral of the last 
century: "The only place to train 
a sailor is at sea”. 

In this sphere, beyond the reach 
of theory or laboratory, lies the 
raal strength of the British Navy. 
Pick out representativd vessels 


from any fleet, and you will find | 


little to choose between them; 


more than, one notion is capable of 
producing a first-class man-of-war. 
The "man behind the gun” is still 


the deciding factor in naval 
warfare. 
There are other factors, too, 


which influence naval strength — 
the character af the pdople behind 
the navy, their national purse and 
their national history, Here again 
Great Britain possesses certain 
definite advantages. Consider the 
cost of a modern fleet, "Nelson 
cost oyer £7,500,000; “Ark Royal", 
the newest aircraft carrier, cost 
£3,250,000; a light cruiser of. the 
Arethusa class represents 
£1,250,000, while a “Tribal” 
destroyer costs the British 
taxpayers just over £450,000. Sea 
power, expensive as it is, still 
remains a necessity to the British 
people. No British Government 
will ever allow the Country'‘s vital 
trade routes to be dominated—or 
even threatened — by an enemy. 
Every crisis in British history, 
from the days of Philip of Spain 
to the troubled days of last 
September, has proved the truth 
vf the phrase in the 17th century 
"Articles of War", “It is upon the 
Navy, under the good providence 
of God, that the safety, honour 
and welfare of this realm do 
chiefly dapond". This navy exists 
today, and will continue to exist, 
for only one purpose — to ensure 
that the seas, “the very walls of 
England", are free and open to all 
men engaged on their lawful 


| occasions. 


The Battleship , Repulse” 


advancements and became one of 
the favourites and collaborators 
of Peter the Great, But, as his 
biographer (W. R. Morfill) says, 
“even in the case of Russia he 
cannot be considered to have 
shown any devotion to her as an 
adopted country, for he several 
times tried to leave the tsar‘s 
service, and only died in it by 
accident", Waging war was simply 
a profession for him, as well as 
for many others of these Scots. 


(To be concluded) 
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March. 
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THEATRES & MUSIC 


JAN KRECZMAR 
creates an impressive characterization 
of Tsar Nicolas I in the new Polish 
play „Masquerade“ by J. Iwaszkiewicz. 


London — A Musical Mecca. 


Many European musical festivals 
have lately suffered from the 
impact of politics on art. As a 
result London now bids fair to 
become the goal of music-lovers 
from all over the world, 

The greatest musical festival 
ever in England will take place in 
London during the spring of this 
year. 

No less than thirty-six musical 
organisations, ranging from the 
choirs of English Cathedrals to 
the London Symphony Orchestra 
and the famous Glyndebourne 
Opera are collaborating in this 
festival, 

They will present a 
comprehensive programme of forty- 
six musical occasions, spread 
over a month from April 23rd to 
May 28th. 


Something for Everybody, 


A famous foreign. conductor who 
is to give seven concerts is Arturo 
Toscanini. British conductors 
taking part in the festival will 
include Sir Thomas Beecham, Sir 
Adrian Boult, Sir Henry Wood and 
Dr, Malcolm Sargent — surely as 
fine a galaxy of musical stars as 
one could wish for. 

The organisers are casting their 
net wide over the whole range of 
musical expression. 

In a programme which includes 
religious services, ballet, opera, 
chamber and choral music as well 
as orchestral concerts, there should 
be something to suit the taste of 
all the world. 


British Film Triumphs, 


An honour of another kind has 
been bestowed upon Mr. Alfred 
Hitchcock, the well-known British 
film director, who has received 
the New York Film Critic 1938 
Award for the best director of the 
year. This is in recognition of 
his work in “The Lady Vanishes", 
an outstanding British film which 
starred Margaret Lockwood and 
Michael Redgrave, two promising 
young actors, 

Mr. Hitchcock has succeeded in 
producing a first-class thriller, 
which is at the same time credible, 
brilliantly  actefl and 
psychologically plausible, 

The film "The Citadel" — a 
version of Dr. Cronin‘s best-selling 
novel of the same name was 
voted the best film of 1938. The 
star was Mr. Robert Donat, who 
in a couple of years has established 
himself as the leading British film 
actor. 

The actress who gave the best 
(aarformance of the year was the 
American Miss Margaret 
Sullavan, Second came Miss 


Wendy Hiller, who gave such 


an impressive performance as the | 
into | 


Cockney goose who turned 
the Mayfair swan, in the film of 
Bernard Shaw‘s “Pygmalion”. 


Warsaw Stage 


NEW COMEDY BY BRUNO 
WINAWER 


The newest comedy by BrunoWinawer, 
entitled ,,CARGO” (Żywy Ładunek) is a 
satirical transposition of theinauguratory 
voyage to America and back, of the one 
ofthe Polish transatlantic ships, 
presented here under the fictitious 
name of “M. S. Kopernik”. 


This excellent Polish feuilletoniat and 
author of many popular comedies has 
shown here a gallery of ridiculous types 
and pairs of travelling people, always 
in the light of a sharp and humorous 
burlesque. The leading couple: Mrs. Irma 
Weszprem, tragically in love with her 
lover whohas left her and who appears at 
the end of the play as the personification 
of male stupidity and Dr. Gracht 
“a noble criminal” are too unfinished 
as figures to be sufficient elements for 
central action ofathree act play, which 
possesses therefore some paradoxes and 
witticisms, but also shows a too evident 
lack ofscenicnerve and theatrical values. 


Under such conditions ,Cargo” an 
excellent material for a feuilleton anda 
sketch is fatiguing to watch as perfor- 
mance, especially as the characters of 
the travellers are treate a one-sided 
manner: with the except! of Dr. Gracht, 
all the passengers seem to be quite and 
even alittle mad, This play, which must 
be counted among the most glaring 
of Winawer’s failures, was produced 
by Karol Borowski. 


MARIAN WYRZYKOWSKI and JAD WI- 
GA SMOSARSKA are excellent 
interpreters of Pushkin and his wife 
Nathalie, the heroes of the play 
“Masquerade” by J. Iwaszkiewicz. 


Among the players the first place 
must be given to Tadeusz Wesolowski 
who was anusually natural and truthful 
and gave life to the character by his 
interesting interpretation, On the 
contrary the glaring over-play and 
nusconception of the character of Irma 
Weszprem byMies Zofia Lindorf deepened 
the unnaturalness of that role. Of the 
pair of journalists we must mention 
Eugeniusz Solarski; his partner, Miss 
Janina Macherska as the comic and 
curious correspondent of a newspaper 
was miscast and uninteresting, The 
remaining cast included: Lucjan 
Krzemietski, Janina Krzymuska, Fran- 
ciszek Dominiak, Jan Ciecierski, Jaro- 
sław Skulski, Stanislaw Łapiński, Feliks 
Chmurkowski and others, 

The best episodical parts were handled 
by Zofia Niwifiska and Jerzy Roland, 
he in love with her and going to America, 
she flying from him, and on the return 
way on the contrary-she enamoured 
and he wearied of her. Especially 
Miss Niwifska showed perfect 
understanding of Winawer’s wit and 
style in her interpretation. 

The deck of “M. S. Kopernik” was, 
ably composed by Stanislaw Jarocki, 
happily fighting with the difficulties 
of the small stage. 


“THE MADHOUSE". 


The Teatr Kameralny has revived 
a popular farce “The Madhouse’ by 
Laufs. This play belongs to that series 
of comic performances, which always 
are applauded by the public at large 
and have a long run, 

It is produced by Emil Chaberski, 
casted by Hanna Różańska, Pelagia 
Relewicz -Ziembitska, Stanisław 
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THEATRES AND MUSIC 
SSS Pe SS SE 


ATENEUM. Jaracz and Maszyfski in 
“Dziewezyna z lasu” (a new comedy 
by Jerzy Szaniawski). 

BUFFO. „Let him come on the first” 
by Bekeffi (Comedy). 

CRICOT “Maz i zona” (comedy by 
Fredro), 

CYRULIK WARSZAWSKI. “Kochaj- 
my zwierzęta.” (Musical 7.30 and 10.) 

FILHARMONIA. Symphony Concert 
every Friday and Musical Matinée 
every Sunday. 


KAMERALNY. “The Mad House” 
(Comedy), 

KONSERWATORIUM. Occasional 
Concerts, 


LETNI. Irena Eichler and Junosza- Ste- 
powski in “Madame Sans Gene” 
(by Sardou). 


MAŁE QUI PRO QUO “The Big Four” 
(Musical 7.80 and 10). 
MALICKIES. Karowa Street. Sawan in 
“A real Man” (A Spanish play). 
MALICKIEJ II, Marszałkowska Street, 
Malicka in “Madame Bovary” (scenic 
version of Flaubert's novel). 
MAŁY. Zbigniew Ziembiński in “Tem- 
peraments” (by Cwojdziiski). 


NOWY. “Cargo” (comedy 
Winawer). 

NARODOWY. Leszczyński and Stani- 
slawaki in “Big shots (comedy by 
Batucki). 

TEATR 8.15. Loda Halama and Zbiv 
gniew Rakowiecki in“Roxy and her 
Team” (Musical). 

POLSKI. Jan Kreczmar, Jadwiga Smo- 
sarska and Marian Wyrzykowski 
in “Masquerade” (the new Polish 
play by Jarostaw Iwaszkiewicz). 

TEATR WIELKI — OPERA. “MadameX” 
or “Madame Pompadour”, 

WIELKA REWIA. “We are looking for 


by Bruno 


a star”, 
CIRCUS. Lions, Tigers snd Clowns. 


EXHIBITIONS 

SSS 

LP. S. 

MUZEUM NARODOWE. Warsaw 
old and new. 

ZACHĘTA “Modern Paintings”, 

c i1eN EM AS 

oa 


* ATLANTIC. Wallace Beery in “Human 
Hearts”. 

*BALTYK, Norma Shearer in 
Antoinette”. 


* CAPITOL, Malkiowiezéwna ond Wila“ 
a3 mowskiin “Serce Matki” (Polish 
drama). 


.CASINO. E. von Stroheim in “Alibi” 
*COLOSSEUM. Alice Faye in “Chicago” 


* EUROPA. Errol Flynn and Bette Davis 
in “Fight for Happiness” 


“Mario 


*IMPERIAL, Junosza Stępowski in 
“Rena”, 
*PALLADIUM. Danielle Varrieux in 


“Return at Dawn” (Vicki Baum's 
novel) wia i, 

“PAN, Andrzejewska in “Zapomniana 
Melodia” (Polish musical), 

*RIALTO, Clark Gable and Myrna Loy 
in “Rivals” 

*ROMA, Clark Gable in “Test Pilot”, 

*STUDIO, Zarah Leander in “Prodigal’ 
daughter” (German Comedy), 

STYLOWY. Olympia Bradna 
“Soubrette” 

* ŚWIATOWID, “For Anothers Guilt” 
* VICTORIA. Andrzejewska in “Moi 
rodzice rozwodżą się”. (Polish), 
Starred cinemas play at 5, 7, 9, 

others at 6, 8, 10. 
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Kwaskowski, Wlodzislaw Ziembiński, 
Włodzimierz Łoziński, Leopold Bro- 
dzińshi and others, and an additional 
attractions in the appearance of a 
lion from the Warsaw Zoo, whose 
“playing” sometimes unexpected and 
each time different is particularly 
amusing. 


Jerzy Macierakowski, 


Term rates on application. 


Wydawca “The Warsaw Weekly” (wi. EGERTON SYKES). Sewerynów 4, Warszawa 
a e e 
Zakłady Graficzne B. Pardecki i S-ka, Warszawa, Zelazna 56, telefon 5.-22-05. 


BRITISH PASSPORT CONTROL OFFICE 


UJAZDOWSKA 18, WARSAW 


Ne 123-124 


visas 


The following persons are entitled to receive 
or immigration certificates for Palestine 


ais Ardidinierage 
HIE 
1110288 | SCHMERLER Ettel 51| D [23.3.89 [31.339 [Matejki 44 Stanistawow 
110374| BERGER Leib BIDE i „ |Grodzka 28 If c/o Loffelholzi 
i Mina 53 Krakow 
(Originel immigration certificate of Mr. Berger at this office) 
112466] GRUNER Hinda 57] D | 23,8.89 | 31.8 39 — 
112660| GOLDBERG Ester e5 D| v » |Warsaw 
112661| GOLDBERG Salomon |64| D| s n» [Warsaw 
118584| HERZAS Paula IRA E » [Buezacz 
» Ludwig 14| D 
113585] HERMAN Fajga 60) D| » » |65 Ogrodowa, Warsaw 
115149] SCHNEID Otto 38}8/3]  » m  |Szezyrk near Bielsko 
113593] LEWIN Zisel 19D] » »  |Gesia 57/27, Warsaw 
F.2419| WAJNTAL Gena a/a] — |18.8.89/9, Sienna Warsaw 
» Szymon 17 
A Aron ii : 
F.2419| f.22 KLOUMAN Gowsej |88|G| — |31.3.39/169 Grochowska Warsaw 
F.2419| £.28 LESER Izak 66] @| — |81,3.391P), Walnica 10, Krakow 
F.2419| £.25 RYJER Izaak |G] — |811.39|Pow. Wilejka, Wiasyn 
F 2404] £.45 RUBINRAUT Golda |37| G| — [81:139 |Luninioc 
F.2418| f.2 GURTENSZTEJN Doral27| G| —  |311.89 [Wyszkow 
E.2418| f. GRUFT Mechel 28| G | —_ | 31-1.89 |Przemys1 
112659| HOFSTADTER Hinda |64| D |28.38.39 | 31.8.39 [Wielka 17. Warsaw. 
112669| HAUSLER Gizela 35] » |» » |Krakowska 11. Tarnow. 
» Gerd Izrael |10] 
= Lutz Achim |2| 
112672] ALTMAN Sara eoj n » [Lwow, 
» Serka Sylwia 9 
» Arthur Abraha 
112646] KREINER Berl GRBI © se » [c/o Samuel Skatka, Borbuz- 
now, 
113608] SOMMERMAN Chaia Taubal23] D| » |Kilinskiego 22 Ostroleka, 
113609] EDELTUCH Szoazana » a » {Pl Wolności 19 Biata-Pod], 
115194] KON Szprinca 49}, | 5 1 [Majkowska 4. Kalisz. 
» Eliasz Hersz te le k 
115197| KAHAN Abram Icek |25 Pilica, Kieleckie, 
115223] GOLDFLAM Majer 21}B/3] n » Warsaw. 
115224] MELLER Dawid Melich |22| » | % , [Jagielońska 54 Sanok. 
115225| ZELEWICZ Mordka |21| »| , » |Stopnica Kiel. 
115226] ROTSZTAIN Chemjn [21 » | , 7 |Strzemieszyce Kieleckie, 
118595] HERSHLIKOVITZ Frida [39 D| , > [Szkolna 17, Praszka, pow, 
A Inge Wielun. f 
118598] BRECHNER Rosa Ma} > | »  |Targowa 8, Sosnowiec, 
113600] KACENELENBOGEN Izaak Yl» 4 » [Nowolipki 21, Warsaw. 
110874] BERGER Leib. 57] D A » _ [o/o Loffelholz Grodzka 28. Krakow 
2419/29] JOSEF Manzi Mina 55] G | > Przewska 10. Poznan. 
, /30] MELAMED Icek j| — Rydza-Smigl. No.130 Kowel, 
; 31] DYKIERMAN Chaim 28), |. — Starostwo Pow. Jedrzejow! 
» /32] FRYDMAN Icko 87 a | Karmelicka 28/26 Warsaw, 
A Dunia 13) 
rs Rachel 6 
» /38| FRYDMAN Serka auj — Brzeska 8, Piosk. 
»/34| CUKTER Kayli Laja  j235|G] — |2 Stopnica Kiel. 
»/35| BIDERMAN Ryfka lon] H| — [263.39 |Sto-Jerska 18, m, 22. Warsaw] 
” 136| SZMUSZKOWICZ Rachelļ54| G| — | 80.4.89|Tkacku 18, Lodz 
+ /37| KONIKOFF Jefim 63) H| — | 19.8.89) Warsaw. 
1/38] ZEMEL Sara 28] G} — [30.6.39 |Szczuczyn: Bial. 
*/39| FORMUND Marjem Alter|i9] G| — |29.86.39 |Cenral Baja Jakob, ul, Stani- 
i stawa, Krakow. 
» /40| SZTRIK Mojsiej 20] G| — | 81.8,89]c/o Aleks. Strik, Rowne. 
°.2405| WANG Josef 351, | — e = 
» Oskar 8| 
F.2404| PIWNICA Boruch —| „| — [282.39|Karmelicka 16/5 Warsaw. 
F.2418|ROZENBERG Josef alj — = 


WORSE THAN WAR 


War hysteria runs high in the 
world today. Newspapers display 
frightening headlines. Statesmen 
from various countries gather to 
discuss their problems. They 
depart, from these meetings 
frustrated. On all sides nations 
are struggling to keep out of or 
indulging in civil or umdeclared 
war. 


But there is an even greater 
peril than war. Through every 
winter month from December to 
March stalks an unseen foe. 
Influenza. During the last World 
War the greatest influenza 
apidemic of all times leaped 
across both hemispheres.’ 7,970 
miles further than the. largest 
guns were able to hurl their 
missels of death! This influenza 
scourge did great damage 
amongst young men and women. 
But because of the chaotic 
condition of Europe the world 
does not remember this epidemic 
as constantly as it should. 


Influenza is a serious menace. 
Every winter newspapers record 
outbreaks of the disease in 
London, Vienna, Paris, New 
York and many other places. The 
most efficient way of dealing 
with an epidemic is to prevent 
its occurrence. One of the best 
accepted preventives for influenza 
is quinine, It should be taken in 
small repeated doses of three 
grains a day throughout the 
winter months. Would that our 


Mr. Patrick Bonner, M. A, M, P. 


Who is lecturing on Friday, 20th 
January at Stare Miasto 31, on 
“The Future of the British Empire", 

Tickets are obtainable from the 
Anglo Polish Society, Ujazdowskie 
38 (tel. 9-97-94). 


Accountant, taxation adviser” 
English, German, Russian, Polish 
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